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in war. But, if we take the opposite alternative, I
must ask how any quality which really weakens the
vitality of the race can properly be called moral. I
should entirely repudiate any rule of conduct which
could be shown to have such a tendency. This,
indeed, indicates what seems to me to be the moral
difficulty with most people. Charity, you say, is a
virtue ; charity increases beggary, and so far tends to
produce a feebler population; therefore, a moral
quality tends doubly to diminish the vigour of a
nation. The answer is, of course, obvious, and I am
confident that Professor Huxley would have so far
agreed with me. It is that all charity which fosters a
degraded class is therefore immoral. The " fanatical
individualism " of to-day has its weaknesses; but in
this matter it seems to me that we see the weakness
of the not less fanatical "collectivism".

The question, in fact, how far any of the socialistic
or ethical schemes of to-day are right or wrong,
depends upon our answer to the question how far
they tend to produce a vigorous or an enervated
population. If I am asked to subscribe to General
Booth's scheme, I inquire first whether the scheme
is likely to increase or diminish the number of help-
less hangers-on upon the efficient part of society.
Will the whole nation consist in larger proportions
of active and responsible workers, or of people who